
 

SPRING 2013 NEWSLETTER 

 

Happy spring from the SLOA Board (sloa@rogers.com). We are your neighbours; next door, down the street 
and around the corner. We volunteer our time to manage the common areas and amenities that are enjoyed 
by all residents in Sunset Lakes.  Steve Baumann looks after the pool and grass cutting, Claudia Buttera looks 
after common area gardens and provides scientific insight for the lakes, Terry Lister is our treasurer,  
Debbie Ng is our social events organizer, Dan Weslake looks after design review, and Dennis Thomasson looks 
after lakes management. This Newsletter is a joint effort.  Thank you to all the residents who volunteer in 
various ways. This is what makes Sunset Lakes not just a neighborhood, but a community. 
 
Marcel Falardeau has resigned from the board.  Also, Debbie Ng will be leaving the community this summer 
as her husband has been transferred.  Many thanks to both Debbie and Marcel for their contribution over 
the years. 
 
We would like a volunteer to take on some of the communications role from Marcel and the social events 
from Debbie.  Please send an email to sloa@rogers.com to express your interest.   
  
 

SLOA paperless 
Last year, we phased out the paper newsletter and move toward an electronic format. Please send an e-mail 
to sloa@rogers.com so that you are added to the e-mail list.  Information, notices and this newsletter can be 
found on the Sunset Lakes website - www.sunsetlakes.ca 

 

Annual Dues 
A reminder that 2013 annual dues ($350) were due March 15, 2013.  We have received dues from about 65% 
of residents. Like this newsletter, all notifications are sent electronically.  We are sending out reminders for 
the dues by email.  
 

Options for Developing the Space at 6798 Lakes Park Drive 
The old Sales Centre at 6798 Lakes Park Drive, beside the pool, was removed in 2012.  The SLOA Board 
began consideration of how best to use this space.  The idea of severing the lot and then selling the lot was 
presented at the AGM.  It was agreed that further exploration of options was required prior to a decision to 
apply to the City for the severance.  A committee was formed to explore the matter further.  Committee 
members are Jane Fulford, Heather Counsell, Donna Wilson, John Lundstrom, Lesley Rideout, Sandy Bonini, 
Rob Vastag, and Dan Weslake.  They met April 11.  An update will follow.  

 

Community Events 
 

Spring clean-up: Join us at the pool area at 9:30 am, Saturday May 4th (rain date, Sunday May 5th  at 1:30 

pm). We need your help with some general cleanup, putting in the docks, canoe, volleyball and tennis nets. 



Coffee and Tim Bits will be provided to get you started! Teens: If you need volunteer hours, here is an 

opportunity to add to them (Board member will be there to sign).  

 

Garage sale:  Set up your wares on your drive way on May 11th and happy selling! 
 

Pool:  We plan to open the pool on the May long weekend, weather and inspections from the city permitting. 

Steve will need a few teenagers to work at the pool this summer.  If you are interested in a summer job at 

the pool, please contact Steve at bravo7@rogers.com or  613.821.1503.  If you are a new resident in need of a 

pool key, please send an email to sloa@rogers.com .. 

Water skiing competition: The Sunset Lakes Water Ski Club once again plans to host the Canada Day 

water  ski competition this summer. The 19th annual Capital Slalom Challenge is scheduled for June 30 July 

1, 2013. Come watch some world class skiers. Potluck + fajitas from Lone Star at the pool on Saturday June 

30th at 7 pm. All are welcome, just bring a dish to add to the potluck. 

Water ski school:  Karen Stevens our world ranked international slalom skier has moved forward on her 

path to becoming a dentist. This means that Karen will not be available for lessons. We are hoping to put on a 

series of learn to ski events for neighborhood kids young and old. Please check the website for information 

as July draws near. For water ski info call Dan Anderson at 613-821-4629. 

Golf tournament: We need someone to organize this event for this year. If you can volunteer, contact us.  

 

Taking care of the health of our lakes 

Whether you live on the water or not, the health and water quality of the lakes is of utmost importance. The 
lakes are unique common amenities that impact the property values of every home in Sunset Lakes. 

The lakes are enjoyed by all residents year round. A major factor that contributes to the problem of high 

levels of algae in our lakes is the run-off from fertilizer used on lawns throughout the community. They 

continue to enter into Twin Lake in significant volumes at two “hot spots’’ which then feeds into Sunset Lake 

which also has three additional culverts feeding runoff water. Once again we ask residents to find 

alternatives to pesticides and fertilizers.  A major contributor to the health of the lakes would be the total 

eradication of the use of traditional fertilizers. Please consider your lakes when thinking about lawn care this 

season. Without eliminating the use of fertilizers on our lawns this will be a never ending battle and expense.  

   

If you feel you still need to fertilize your lawn, we have arranged a deal with Home Hardware at 4836 Bank 

street on Scotts Ecosense fertilizer.  If you tell the cashier that it’s for Sunset Lakes, you will get a 25% 

discount from the regular price.  This fertilizer has 0 phosphates and slow release nitrogen.  We need every 

residents co-operation to get our lakes back to a healthy swimmable state. 

Since 2009, and with the help of volunteer residents, we have been applying an organic product that consume the 

nutrients and “starves” the algae.  The  hot, dry summer of 2012 produced significantly more algae than in the past.  

Residents around the lake raked the weeds aggressively, and in August 2012 we installed a bubbler in Twin Lake.  

The bubbler, combined with other treatments, made a significant difference in the lake. A bubbler will be installed 

in Sunset Lake this spring, in the south-east corner.  



Last summer showed the benefit of manually remove weeds, muck etc.  by raking them out of the lake.  These 

weeds are just another portion of the cycle of nutrients being feed back into our lakes.  If you just make one 

big pile close to the shoreline, we are trying to arrange someone who will come on to your property and pick 

up the pile and dispose of it.  Target date to do this is from May 19 to May 25th.   Look for more information 

early May. 

To summarize save our lakes by not using high nitrogen, high phosphate fertilizer, Save money by buying 

Scotts Ecosense at Home Hardware, or skip a year with NO fertilizer.  Mid May get into the lake and rake 

out as much as possible of any organic materials to continue to feed into the nutrient cycle.  By doing these 

two simple actions, it will take some time but our lakes will be clear, swimmable and fishable. 

 

Dog walkers 
A special note to remind dog owners that dogs must be on least at all times.  Please scoop up after your dog, 
take it home with you and dispose appropriately.  The melting snow revealed many past transgressions. 

 

Design review and covenants 
If you are planning to construct a shed, major landscaping, a fence or other exterior renovations please 
remember to submit the details for design review approval. The DR committee is in place to make your 
project happen as quickly as possible and within the parameters set by the covenants.  See form and 
procedure at www.sunsetlakes.ca/owners-association-5/owners-association-3 
 
A reminder to residents that trailers, boats, RVs, etc. cannot be stored on driveways or in yards for 
prolonged periods (greater than a week). If there are extenuating circumstances and you need an exception 
to a specific covenant for a short period of time, contact the Board and we will work out a solution. 

 

Enjoy your summer in Sunset Lakes  


